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Digital Clusters for Windows NT

Providing the confidence to bring mission-critical applications to your

client/server LANs.

With Digital Clusters for Windows NT’; you get a low-cost,

scalable, high-availability solution that protects your

existing computing investments. Digital provides com-

prehensive worldwide support to get you started and

keep your clusters running.

More than a decade ago, Digital

Equipment Corporation pio-

neered VAXclusters, a major

high availability and scalability

technology that allowed com-

panies throughout the world

to bet their business on a dis-

eributed environment. Clusters

from Digital became the cor-

nerstone of the world’s most

dependable computing envi-

ronment, ensuring that appli-

cations and data were always

available. Growth in the com-

puting environment was incre-

mental, so customers could add

systems and components to

existing environments and

thus avoid capacity-oriented,

forced software migrations.

Highlights

.

Very high levels of availability

using low-cost, industry-

standard components

A comprehensive clustering

solution, not just storage avail-

ability or parallel barch job

facilities

Scalability that protects com-

puting investments and builds

a cluster incrementally on a

customer’s existing client/server

LAN

Multiple NTTM Servers — either

Intel” or Alpha placforms —

in the same cluster, supporting

mulriple client types

Comprehensive, worldwide

service and support



Today, as more and more

customers are implementing

mission-critical applications

on client/server LANs, the

availability and scalability

issues are reappearing in the

new computing environment.

In developing Clusters for

Windows NT, Digi

committed to solving these

availability and scalability

problems in the client/server

LAN environment, as we did

in the minicomputer environ-

ment a decade ago.

tal is

At Digital, we have the expe-

rience, the expertise, the world-

wide service and support, and

we have committed our finest

technical resources to this vital,

new technology. Clusters for

‘Windows NT represents a

technology that will allow you

to implement your mission-

critical, “bet-your-business”

applications with confidence

ona client/server LAN. With

Digiral’s Clusters for Windows

NT, downtime and nonpro-

ductive time are reduced toa

minimum. And as your busi-

ness and business needs grow,

your LAN servers can grow

incrementally, no longer with

expensive replacements of exist-

ing equipment and software

but with incremental, cost-

effective additions of systems

and components.

What is a cluster, and how

can it help my business

problems?

A cluster is a group of systems

that is addressed and man-

aged as a single system but

provides high levels of avail-

ability chrough redundant

CPUs, storage, and dara paths.

Clusters are also highly scalable,

meaning that CPU, I/O, and

storage can be added incremen-

tally to grow capacity efficiently.

A cluster differs from a faulc-

tolerant system, in that all the

components of a cluster are

working at all times; there is no

idle standby, used only in the

event of an outage.

Clusters for Windows NT

provide a client/server arrange-

ment where the goal is that you

can use essentially any client

you have today. These could be

the Windows® family, DOS,

Macintoshy UNIX? OpenVMS,

a NetWare® LAN, and of course

‘Windows NT. The clustered

servers can be either Intel or

Alpha platforms, or a mixture

of the two, and are managed

and addressed as a single sys-

tem. Thus, you will be able to

deploy Clusters for Windows

NT in your existing environ-

ment, using the standard, off-

the-shelf commodity systems

and components you have

today. You will be able to add

incrementally to your existing

environment as you grow, with

your data and applications

available at all cimes.

What is Digital doing now,

and what will we be doing

tomorrow, with Clusters for

Windows NT?

Digital has developed and

is featuring a technology

demonstration of Clusters

for Windows NT that shows

several things:

« High availability of cluster

systems and components

* Seamless integration of

clusters with Windows NT

Single-system addressability

« Comparibility with existing,

out-of-the-box applications

Digital believes the information in chis publica-

ion is accurate as of ts publication date; such

information is subject to change without norice.

Digital is not responsible for any inadvertent

exrors,

Digital conducts ics business ina manner

that conserves the environment and protects the

safecy and healch of ics employees, customers,

and the communicy.

Digital, che DIGITAL logo, OpenVMs,

VAXecluster, and VMS are trademarks of

Digital Equipment Corporation.

Intel i a registered trademarkof Intel

Corporaion. Mac and Macintosh are regiscered

crademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. NetWare

isa registered trademark of Novell, Inc. O8/2 isa

registered trademarkof Internarional Business

Machines Corporation. Windows s a registered

crademark and NT and Windows NT are trade-

marks of Microsoft Corporation. UNIX isa

regiscered crademark in che United Scates and

other countrics, licensed exclusively through

X/Open Company, Led,
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